PLENARY PANEL
THURSDAY 18TH JUNE 2015 AT 6.15PM IN THE TOWER SUITE

CONFERENCE THEME: THE WORLDS OF INEQUALITY
Inequality remains a – if not the – concern that unites the contemporary discipline of
International Studies. Its prominence has been both underlined and heightened by the
extraordinary impact of Thomas Piketty’s book, Capital in the 21st Century, exploring afresh
the relationship between capitalism, wealth and inequality across the world. The landscape
of global security studies remains dominated by questions about inequalities of power and
the uses to which those inequalities are put. Conflicts in Syria, Ukraine and many other parts
of the world have thrown a spotlight on vast asymmetries in political power in national and
global contexts. Responses (or their absence) to those conflicts have re-invigorated debates
about the responsibilities of institutions and political actors deemed to hold power in the
international context. Those conflicts, the renewed surge of racist politics in European
elections, the daily documenting of violence against women across the world, the patterns of
marginalisation, disenfranchisement and exploitation that attach to global migration, and a
huge range of other issues focus our attention on the place of the ‘powerless’ in global
society and the global economy. We remain preoccupied by what the emergence of ‘rising
powers’ means for the contours of global inequalities of power, wealth and security in the
future.
ROUNDTABLE PARTICIPANTS
The panel will be speaking to the conference theme
Chair Professor Richard Whitman, University of Kent
Professor Andrew Gamble, University of Cambridge, UK
Professor Scarlett Cornelissen, Stellenbosch University, South Africa
Professor Craig Murphy, Wellesley College, USA
Professor Christine Sylvester, University of Connecticut, USA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
WEDNESDAY 17TH JUNE 2015 AT 5.45PM IN THE TOWER SUITE
LORD MICHAEL HASTINGS

Chair Dr Ruth Blakeley, University of Kent
Lord Hastings represents KPMG International on the Global Corporate Citizenship
Committee of the World Economic Forum (WEF) and is a Board Director of the Global
Reporting Initiative.
Since 2009, he has served on several of WEF's Global Agenda Councils, including
Diversity and Talent, the Next Generation and the Role of Business. In 2012, he was
named Vice Chairman of the Global Agenda Council – the Future of Civil Society.
Michael is Chairman of Millennium Promise UK and a member of the global Millennium
Promise Board. He also represents KPMG on BiTC's International Leadership Board.
He was a leading advisor to the Chatham House enquiry into the Future Role of the UK
in Foreign Affairs. Michael sits on the Council of the Overseas Development Institute in
the UK and the Centre for Global Development in the US. In 2011, he became a Vice
President of UNICEF and is President of ZANE - a development aid agency focused on
Zimbabwe.

